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 Danish experience concerning EU legislation on 

the protection of pigs – some selected issues 
 

 A few production data 
 

 Mixing of pregnant sows and gilts 
 

 Ill or injured pigs  
 

 Space allowances – pregnant sows and gilts 
kept in groups 

 

 Flooring surfaces for piglets 
 

 Material investigation and manipulation  
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Denmark   

2 

 

http://www.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hospiceforum.dk/media/dannebrog_203.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hospiceforum.dk/page457.aspx?recordid457=674&usg=__TfnDsf-Z2kNIxRH_rcZzPoWlTF8=&h=284&w=264&sz=36&hl=da&start=9&zoom=1&tbnid=8pAMVzan-HExEM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=106&ei=sgWpUP_fNYSF4ATFlIDYCQ&prev=/images?q=dannebrog&hl=da&sa=X&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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Country size: 44,000 sq. km 
 

Population: approx. 5,4 mill 
 

Pigs (2013 approx. figures) 
 

 Number of sows:  1 191 000 

 

 Number of pigs slaughtered: 19 070 000  

 

 Number of exported weaner pigs: 9 600 000 
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 Measures shall be taken to 
minimise aggression  in 
groups 

 

 

 

 

 Isolation of aggressors / 
those who  

 have been attacked 
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or injured pigs 
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Ill or injured pigs  
 

 cared for without delay, veterinary advice 
if no response 

 

where necessary isolated in suitable 
accommodation with, where appropriate, 
dry comfortable bedding – or killed  

 without delay 
 

 

Danish national legislation require that there is 
always room available to isolate ill or injured pigs, 
and has provisions on space allowance, flooring 
and thermoregulation   

 

http://images.google.dk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.danishmeat.dk/mediafiles/1886F3FB-864E-448A-89E1-C5F66F71332F.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.danishmeat.dk/Forside/publikationer/Bladet_ds_nyt/ds_nyt_2005/ds_nyt_1_2005/korrekt_afliv.aspx&usg=__KFy-u3NG-ByTBCQq0cmCWST7FO4=&h=369&w=492&sz=43&hl=da&start=4&um=1&tbnid=xWJmBYIo2Tn5dM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=aflivning&tbnid=dKNVgcXFoMJFJM:&ndsp=18&hl=da&sa=N&tbnh=0&tbnw=0&um=1
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Examples of unacceptable conditions 
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• Other unacceptable conditions 
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 Danish experience – space allowances for 
pregnant sows and gilts kept in groups 
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Directive 2008/120/EC: 
 

Gives minimum figures for the total unobstructed 
floor area and the area with continuous solid or 
drained floor 
 

 What is meant by unobstructed? 

  What is meant by continuous? 
 

 

In DK a drained floor can have max. 10 % openings
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 Danish experience – space allowances for 
pregnant sows and gilts kept in groups 
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Directive 2008/120/EC: 
 

State that the pen must have sides greater 
than 2.8 metres / 2.4 metres when fewer 
than six animals 

 

Danish national legislation requires that the 
pen nowhere shall be narrower that 3 
metres  
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flooring surfaces for piglets  

10 

Size of flooring surfaces 
  

For piglets:  
 

a part of the floor, which allow all 
piglets to rest together at the same 
time must be solid or covered with a 
mat or litter – also when the piglets 
are close to weaning! 
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investigation and manipulation 
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 Pigs must have permanent access to a sufficient 
quantity of material to enable proper investigation 
and manipulation 

 

 The directive gives examples: straw, hay, wood,  

 sawdust, mushroom compost, peat 
 

 Danish interpretation: all the examples mentioned in 
the Directive are manipulable and deformable 
natural materials, consequently footballs, chains, 
tires, plastic boxes etc. are not acceptable as 
material, which enable proper investigation and  
manipulation activities 
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material for investigation 
and manipulation 
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 More examples of material for  

 investigation and manipulation 

 

 

 

               Photo: Pig Research Centre, Denmark      Photo: Pig Research Centre, Denmark 
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 More examples of material for 
investigation and manipulation 

 

Photos: Pig Research Centre, Denmark 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Thank you for your attention! 
 

14 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Better Training for Safer Food 

BTSF 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale” 

Campo Boario, 64100, Teramo, Italy 

Email: sancotraining@izs.it 

Website: www.sancotraining.izs.it, www.izs.it 

Phone: +39 0861 332673 

This presentation has been produced under the contract n. 2012 96 04 with the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC). 
The content of it is the sole responsibility of Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale”, Teramo and 

can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European 
Union. The Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European Union will not be responsible under any 

circumstances for the contents of communication items prepared by the contractor. 

• European Commission 
Consumers, Health and Food Executive Agency 

DRB A3/042 
L-2920 Luxembourg 

 

mailto:sancotraining@izs.it
http://www.sancotraining.izs.it/
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/

